
 

 

Evacuation Routes 

West Contra Costa Fire Safe Council (WCCFSC) works to ensure every community has a relatively safe evacuation route 

and al alternative emergency egress route. 

• Evacuation Route I - Rancho Rd (El Sobrante) / Galbreth Rd (Pinole) 

This evacuation route would be an emergency exit, i.e., accessible only in case of a public disaster, to both 

communities of a) El Sobrante residents at Rancho Rd and b) Pinole residents at Galbreth.  

I am glad to inform you that I had arranged a meeting with Pinole Fire Chief, Chris Wynkoop, County Fire Marshal, 

Chris Bachman, and the property owners at the location. It was a pleasant surprise to see Pinole's City Manager, 

Andrew Murray, and two staff from CCCounty Public Works show up, too. Edgar Moralez from Supervisor Gioia was 

present, too. (They did not want to be in the picture.) 

The gates, the potential path of a fire truck behind it, etc. were discussed as well as the parties responsible for the 

cost of the project. Both the county and city of Pinole agreed to cover the expenses together. I asked for a timeline 

of the project and was told it would be a couple of weeks or so before they could provide it. 

 

Note: Another good news is that Pinole Fire Chief has just had a portion of the metal gate removed so in case of a 

public emergency, residents could push through the wooden fence by their vehicles. Please see the picture below. 

 

Above Picture - The meeting with County Fire Marshal, Chris Bachman (left) and Pinole Fire Chief, Chris Wynkoop 

(right) was held behind the wooden fence that blocks emergency evacuation between Rancho Road (El Sobrante) 

and Galbreth Rd (Pinole), shown above. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

BACKGROUND:  

The following request by WCCFSC to the County and Pinole Fire Departments provides a 

glance at the issue. 

 

Request for Public Access Easement  

Between Rancho Road in El Sobrante and Galbreth Road in Pinole 

Problem Description: An existing 40-foot wide Public Access Easement that connects Rancho Road in El 

Sobrante and Galbreth Road in Pinole, neighboring Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, is blocked on both 

ends and offers no alternative route for egress in the case of an emergency such as wildfire or mudslide. (See 

maps A and B). 



The western end of the easement on Rancho Road has a wooden gate that currently is not locked and appears 

moveable. (See photo A).   

The eastern end of the easement connecting to Galbreth Road has a sliding metal pole barrier and gate 

(number 74-29A) that is currently unlocked and presumably could be opened in an emergency.  Behind that 

gate, is a wooden fence with no gate available for vehicles.  (See photo B.)  

Proposed Solution: Residents on both sides have expressed their concern over the situation and ask that the 

issue be resolved as follows: 

1) remove or alter the wooden fence to allow passage of vehicles between Rancho Road and Galbreth Road in 

the case of an emergency, and 

2) clarify the parcel owners’ responsibility to maintain vehicular access to the easement by neighbors for 

emergency use at all times (no locks requiring the parcel owners’ attention). 

MAP A – Affected Area and location of Public Access Easement 

 

 



Map B - Easement Connecting Rancho Road to Galbreth Road 

 

Photo A - Western end of easement showing unlocked wooden gate 

Public Access Easement 



  



Photo B - Eastern end of the easement showing sliding metal pole barrier (number 74-29A) and wooden 

fence behind 

 

 

 


